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INTRODUCTION

ABOUT
RBA INITIATIVE
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VISION
To be a leader in fight-
ing antimicrobial re-
sistance in Africa and 
contribute to the 
global solutions to 
this public health 
threat.

Highest Professional
Standards
Integrity
Empowerment
Excellence
Community Participation
Good SGood Stewardship

CORE VALUES
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MISSION
To fight back antimi-
crobial resistance 
through promoting 
rational use of antimi-
crobials, conducting 
research on antimicro-
bial resistance, pro
moting behavioral 
change, reducing the 
incidence of infection 
and facilitating the 
dissemination of 
knowledge of antimi-
crobial resistance.



Dr. Eva Ombaka

5 | Annual Report April 2021 - March 2022

RBA Initiative -  Board Chairperson

LETTER FROM 
THE BOARD CHAIR



Erick Venant
RBA Initiative - CEO

STATEMENT BY 
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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Last year, we directly reached 66,655 people. This includes 
11,552 school children from 25 Tanzanian schools. Further-
more, we indirectly reached over 700,000 people through 
mass media and social media. In addition, we worked to im-
prove water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) infrastructures 
while also providing tailored AMR workshops to a variety of 
groups, including local leaders, journalists, and healthcare 
providers. We are extremely proud of the dedication that our 
team demonstrate on a daily basis.

On April 29, 2021, the RBA Initiative's AMR School Clubs pro-
ject in Dodoma, Tanzania, was cited as an important example 
of creative, community-focused support at a United Nations 
high-level meeting on AMR. Having the RBA-Initiative used 
as an example of exemplary practice at the UN meeting 
(https://www.un.org/pga/75/antimicrobial-resistance/ ) is a 
great tribute to the RBA Initiative’s efforts to curb AMR.

As you will see in this report, our impact is always possible 
with the help of various stakeholders. In a special way I would 
like to thank the Queen's Commonwealth Trust (QCT) as well 
as the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy (BSAC) 
through their global health initiative-Stop Superbugs for 
their tremendous financial and technical support. I would 
also like to thank the South Centre for their financial support 
inin making our last year’s World Antimicrobial Awareness 
Week campaign a success. 

The RBA Initiative will continue to address AMR in the 
coming years as we seek additional support to expand our 
work and efforts to combat AMR.

We all have a role to play in containing AMR.





RBA  INITIATIVE
AMR SCHOOL CLUBS

The RBA Initiative maintained its antimicrobial resistance 
school clubs last year, where we facilitate and disseminate 
antimicrobial resistance knowledge and education to AMR 
club members. Instruct on AMR preventive strategies, such 
as the importance of hand hygiene and sanitation, raising 
awareness of the dangers and effects of counterfeit drugs 
(fake medicines) on the development of AMR, and simple 
waways for identifying such drugs. In terms of antimicrobial 
use and AMR control, we advocate for a One Health ap-
proach. As a result, the RBA-Initiative empowers students 
to become change agents and AMR champions who can 
inform the rest of the community. We also keep sharing 
best practices on how we engage school children with dif-
ferent stakeholders both locally and globally. Some of the 
incredible stories of our AMR champions who attended 
the RBA – Initiative AMR school club in 2020 are found 
at the conclusion of this report.
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RBAINITIATIVE AMR SCHOOL CLUBS 
CLASSROOM TRAINING SESSION
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AMR CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP 
FOR TEACHERS CLUB GUARDIANS AND 
THE CLUB LEADERS

Teachers and club leaders from secondary schools in 
Dodoma where the AMR School club project is being 
implemented attended the workshop. They are now 
equipped with AMR basic knowledge to share with the 
rest of the schools and club members in order to ensure 
the sustainability of the RBA-Initiative AMR school clubs 
in their respective schools.
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Teachers and club leaders during the AMR capacity building workshop
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Following the AMR capacity building workshop for 
teachers and club leaders from schools where the 
project is being implemented, the schools were able 
to recruit new AMR school club members with the 
help of the RBA Initiative. The new members received 
AMR training and developed as agents of change in 
their respective schools, taking into account their 
scschedules and timetables. 

RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING
OF AMR CLUB MEMBERS



The RBA-Initiative supports and encourages the use of 
arts and crafts in addressing AMR as it allows school-
children to learn about AMR in a fun and engaging 
way while also increasing club members' interest in 
learning more about AMR and different AMR mitiga-
tion methods such as rational use of antimicrobials 
and the importance of hand hygiene as a critical com
ponent in combating AMR. Members of the RBA-Initi-
ative AMR club were trained how to create and dis-
seminate AMR messages using arts and crafts.
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USING ARTS AND CRAFT 
TO COMMUNICATE AMR

RBA-Initiative AMR club members using arts and crafts
such as drama, songs, skits and poems to express AMR messages.

An illustration to promote hand washing practice so as to combat the 
spread of superbugs 
(Drawn by Fatuma Mohamed  an AMR club member at Kiwanja cha Ndege sec. school in Dodoma, Tanzania)



The RBA Initiative recognized that most schools face a 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) infrastructures 
challenge. The organization has been educating 
school children on proper handwashing techniques 
and sensitizing them to the importance of hand hy-
giene. To encourage this, the organization handed a 
handwashing station and water tank for the winner of 
itsits 2020-2021 Arts and Crafts competition, which was 
well received by students, teachers, and even parents.
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COMPLETION AND HANDOVER OF THE HAND
WASHING STATION AND A WATER STORAGE 
TANK TO MKONZE SECONDARY SCHOOL

A CRITICAL ASPECT TO CONTAIN
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE

IMPROVING
WATER SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)



“
Mr. Andrew Rumishael 
Mkonze secondary school head teacher 

We are extremely grateful for the handwashing sta-
tion that has been made available to us. This station is 
extremely useful for hand hygiene. We have benefited 
not only from AMR education but also from WASH in-
frastructure. This project has resulted in fruitful out-
comes. 

WATCH VIDEO
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=7hwOeXcTxCc
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This facility will serve over 1000 students, preventing 
the spread of resistant infections among them. The 
facility is dependable and easily accessible to all stu-
dents at Mkonze secondary school in Dodoma city. 



The World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW), which is held 
every year, aims to raise awareness of global antimicrobial resist-
ance and encourage best practices among the general public, 
health workers, and policymakers in order to prevent the emer-
gence and spread of drug-resistant infections. Considering the 
difficulty of directly reaching a large audience in the COVID19 sit-
uation, the RBA Initiative, with funding support from the South 
Center, wanted to reach the community at large with key AMR 
messages while keeping the number of people reached directly 
to a minimum. As part of the 2021 World Antimicrobial Awareness 
Week, the RBA Initiative held a WAAW Bajaji campaign in 
Dodoma, Tanzania (WAAW). Three-wheeled motorcycle are 
known as 'Bajaj' in Tanzania and used as one means of public 
transport in urban areas.
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Mr. Charles Msangi, Deputy Director-Prime minister’s office, of-
ficiating the WAAW BAJAJI campaign and AMR training to 
Bajaj drivers on 18th November 2021.

A BAJAJ (TUK TUK) CAMPAIGN TO MARK THE 
WORLD ANTIMICROBIAL AWARENESS WEEK 



AMR TRAINING 
FOR ‘‘BAJAJ  TUK TUK” DRIVERS 

This campaign used the three-wheeled motorcycle 
commonly known as 'Bajaj' in Tanzania, to convey 
AMR messages to the community via an advertise-
ment with a key AMR message in Swahili language 
placed behind the Bajaj. Furthermore, Bajaj drivers re-
ceived AMR training and distributed AMR flyers to 
their passengers and the general public. On the first 
day of the WAAW, the RBA Initiative trained 30 Bajaj 
drivers through this campaign. The training covered 
the general concept of AMR so that the drivers could 
understand it and disseminate the messages.

The drivers were designated as ambassadors to 
spread AMR messages, distribute AMR fliers during 
the campaign period, and educate the community 
about AMR. The training also included journalists from 
various media outlets, policymakers, and other guests. 
RBA Initiative also used edutainment, with a special 
AMR Swahili song performed during the training. Fur-
thethermore, the RBA Initiative recognized journalists' 
contributions to raising AMR awareness.
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Ms.DorineGrace Mushi-Project facilitator from the RBA Initia-
tive facilitating a session on the general concept on AMR to 
BAJAJI drivers in Dodoma.

Mr. Nicholaus J. Materu performing a special Swahili song to 
raise AMR awareness and encourage positive behaviors re-
garding antimicrobial use and antimicrobial resistance.
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THREEWHEELERS 
“BAJAJ  TUK TUK” MOTORCYCLES

RBA-Initiative organized a ‘’BAJAJI’’ cavalcade around 
the city of Dodoma in Tanzania. The cavalcade includ-
ed 30 three-wheelers motorcycles “Bajaj”. The caval-
cade passed through different streets of Dodoma car-
rying AMR messages. The cavalcade raised AMR’s at-
tention to the general public in the city of Dodoma 
and many people were given AMR flyers in the Swahili 
language. The Bajaj cavalcade raised the general com-
munity’s curiosity about AMR as RBA-Initiative re-
ceived feedback through the phone calls from the 
public expressing their need to learn more about AMR 
and how the messages were important to them. The 
Bajaj drivers went on spreading the AMR messages 
and flyers even after the WAAW. Moreover, the posters 
with AMR messages can still be seen on some of the 
Bajaj up to date in Dodoma city.
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BAJAJI with key AMR messages in Swahili passing through dif-
ferent streets in Dodoma and also ‘’Bajaji’’ with AMR messages 
Spotted in different streets within the city of Dodoma.





OUTCOME

The campaign also went beyond the city of Dodoma 
through the use of mass medias including the radios 
and televisions. This included the Tanzania Broadcast-
ing Corporation and other local televisions and radios
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WAAW Bajaji Campaign covered on national televisions.

RBA Initiative office lit up in blue on 24th November 2021 to 
mark the end of the WAAW.



Mr. Polycarp Machira and Ms. Dotto Kwilasa receiving a certifi-
cate of recognition from the RBA Initiative for their contribution 
to raise AMR awareness through journalism.
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Mr. Israel Mwingira RBA-Initiative animal health coordinator in-
teracting with subsistence farmers’ leaders in Dodoma discuss-
ing together the best practices to reduce the misuse of antimi-
crobials in agriculture sector including the adherence of biose-
curity measu

INTERACTING 
WITH LOCAL LEADERS

WORKING WITH JOURNALISTS 
TO CURB ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE



AMR Champions who are former RBA–Initiative AMR school clubs con-
ducting AMR awareness sessions to the primary school children. 
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MEET OUR AMR CHAMPIONS



“Before attending the RBA Initiative AMR Club in 2020, I would go directly to the drug outlet where my mother used to send me to 
purchase anti-malarial tablets—ALU without a prescription and 
testing.

Nawwal Nassor

My name is Nawwal Nassor Mohammed, and I am 17 
years old, soon to turn 18. In the year 2020, I joined the 
RBA Initiative AMR Club in Dodoma, where I was stud-
ying for my ordinary level. The RBA Initiative AMR 
school club was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
me, and it has helped me in a variety of ways, including 
educating others on how to contain AMR.

Before attending the RBA Initiative AMR Club, I would 
go directly to the drug outlet where my mother used 
to send me to purchase anti-malarial tablets (ALU) 
without a prescription and testing. Thanks to the RBA 
Initiative’s AMR club, I’m now a change agent on the 
self-medication issue. I am extremely concerned 
about AMR, and it’s all because of what I have learned 
aboutabout it. Perhaps I wouldn’t have been so concerned 
about AMR if I hadn’t learned about it through the 
AMR club.
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NAWWAL’S STORY



Nawwal interacting with primary school children 

Nawwal (17) is now mentoring a group of 30 school 
children in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, after attend-
ing RBA Initiatives' AMR School Clubs. 

While I was waiting to begin my advanced level studies, I was 
given the opportunity to teach a group of school children. As a 
volunteer teacher at Post Modern Pre and Primary school I am ex-
cited to share what I have learned about AMR with everyone. They 
may not have fully understood the AMR concept, but they are 
aware of it. This is crucial because if I teach 30 school children 
about AMR and improved habits like hand hygiene, they will 
tteach others in their homes, and once every citizen has been 
taught, our economy will profit from lower hospital costs. 

There is a fundamental need to continue this education because 
if everyone did what I am doing now, we could raise awareness 
and share knowledge about AMR significantly and save many 
lives. If you compare Nawwal before and after attending the RBA 
Initiative’s AMR School club training, you will notice a significant 
difference! 

Every time I become sick since the training; I go to 
the hospital for a diagnosis before taking any medi-
cation. As a result of the AMR knowledge I gained, 
my family is also aware of AMR!
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Not just to monitor a group of 30 school children 
at her school, but also Nawwal has reached 220 
pupils educating them about superbugs!
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I have attempted to teach people about AMR, but it’s 
been tough to persuade some of them to change be-
cause they have this mindset that purchasing medi-
cines from drug stores is the best option anytime you 
are sick. However, every time I educate people about 
AMR, they become aware of it and its consequences. I 
get positive feedback every time I educate.

What are some of the obstacles Nawwal is up 
against as she spreads the word about AMR?



Read more about Rhoda’s story
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“I had never heard of antimicrobial resistance before joining AMR Club. Many people in my community 
share medicines – even with our animals. For exam-
ple, my family raises chickens at home, and when the 
animals became ill, we would buy antibiotics intend-
ed for humans and feed them to the chickens. Attend-
ing an AMR club has had a significant impact on my 
life.

Rhoda John

https://rbainitiative.or.tz/reading?article=events&identity=33 

Rhoda, a 15-year-old Tanzanian, lives in the Dodoma 
Region. She participates in one of RBA Initiative's AMR 
Clubs.

RHODA’S STORY



“There were some behaviors that I was engaging in, but I have changed since participating in the club 
program. For example, I did not finish the entire 
course. I stopped taking the medicine, including the 
antibiotics, whenever I felt well, but I am now com-
pleting the entire course.’

Erick Peter Joram

https://rbainitiative.or.tz/reading?article=events&identity=38

Erick Peter Joram (16) is a student in the RBA Initiative 
AMR school club. He recently revealed the positive 
changes he has experienced as a result of his partici-
pation in the RBA Initiative AMR school clubs.

Read more about Joram’s story
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JORAM’S STORY



“More people's participation is needed because it will promote the rational use of medicines." As I learned after receiving train-
ing from RBA-Initiative AMR School Clubs, prevention is better 
than cure, and I am now taking all necessary precautions, such 
as hand washing and keeping my environment clean, to avoid 
becoming ill. My attitudes toward medicine consumption, 
storage, and purchase have shifted; they are no longer the 
sasame as they were before the training, when I had no idea how 
to properly dispose of my medications. When I arrived in Iringa 
from Dodoma, I discovered that many of my family members 
were sick with the flu, and I informed them that taking their 
medicines at that time was incorrect, and that they should visit 
a health center first.’

Alphonce Mnyavanu

https://rbainitiative.or.tz/reading?article=events&identity=47 

Alphonce Mnyavanu interacting with primary school children 

Read more about Mnyavanu’s story
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MNYAVANU’S STORY 



“I had seen people self-medicate in the past, but I was unaware of AMR until I joined the RBA Initiative AMR School Clubs. Now that 
I am fully aware of AMR and its causes and consequences, I take 
the time to educate people about it because there is no reason 
for them not to be aware and acquire this knowledge because it 
was provided to me free of charge and without self-interest. 
When I visited my village in Tanzania's Tabora region, I was able 
toto educate 400 primary school children in grades 3 through 7 
about the proper use of medicine and antimicrobial resistance. I 
was able to educate my family, and some practices, such as visit-
ing a health center for a diagnosis and taking medications on 
time.

Yegela Waya

https://rbainitiative.or.tz/reading?article=events&identity=48 

Read more about Waya’s story

Yegela distributing AMR fliers and interacting with primary 
school children in Uyui district at Tabora, Tanzania

WAYA’s STORY
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Click HERE to access financial report

31 | Annual Report April 2021 - March 2022

FINANCIALS

https://rbainitiative.or.tz/pdf/rbaifinancial20212022.pdf
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rbainitiative 
info@rbainitaitive.or.tz
www.rbainitiative.or.tz

P.O.BOX 2125 BlockM.
Plot no.29 
Chidachi East
Dodoma-Tanzania
+255 733 542 905




